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Welcome
This eBook sampler is a free download of excerpted
pages from my 101 Acrobat 5.0 Forms eTips and
Techniques. For a complete list of all the topics includ-
ed in the complete work, a table of contents is includ-
ed in this document.

For the complete work, visit:
http://www.mightywords.com

The complete 101 Forms Tips is full of helpful tips
exclusively for developing Acrobat forms with more
than 65 JavaScripts that can be easily copied and past-
ed into your forms designs.

The complete work is entirely open. As such, all form
fields, comments, and design elements  can be copied,
pasted, edited, and printed.

In addition to the forms book, I also have 101 Acrobat
5.0 Tips and Techniques available on MightyWords.
Both publications are sold for $11.95 each.

If you're an Acrobat maniac, look for my Acrobat 5.0
PDF Bible, April 2001.

Best Wishes.

Ted

https://shop.mightywords.com/browse/details_bc05.jsp?sku=MWGB85&privateLabel=false
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MORE...

Move the mouse cursor over the MORE... button
to open another text and/or image window that
continues an explanation for a tip. The windows
will close when the mouse cursor exits the but-
ton.

BONUS...

Bonus items are additional tips related to the tip
being viewed. Move the mouse cursor over a
BONUS... button to display another window.

SHOW...

Click on the SHOW... button above to display the
Menu bar and Tool bars. By default this PDF will
open with menus and tools closed. The SHOW...
button only appears on this page.

Place the cursor over the icons at right to dis-
play text in a help window. Click the mouse
button to invoke the action associated with
each icon.

There are more than 65 scripts contained in Text
notes that all appear in the top right corner of
the screen when a JavaScript is mentioned. Open
the note and copy/paste the routines in your PDF
files. In some cases you may need to change field
names.

Fields throughout the document can also be
copied and pasted. Most fields have been identi-
fied with the page number preceding the field
name. For example "99total" refers to a field on
page 99. This nomenclature has been created to
help facilitate finding fields to be copied and
pasted.

The icons at right will execute an action when the
mouse button is depressed. To open the help
fields, roll the mouse over the icons without click-
ing the mouse button.

Ted
Double click on any note.

The JavaScripts related to pages where coding is discussed will have a text note where you can copy and paste the routines.

Where fields contain JavaScripts, you can also copy and paste fields from this file to your own forms.
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This file may be freely distributed electronically or
as a printed document as long as the complete
unedited work is included in the distribution.
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Creating Table Arrays

You can easily create a table in Acrobat 5.0 with
very little manual editing. Create either a row or
column of fields. Each field name needs to be
unique, but can be of any name you elect to use.

Hold the Shift/Command key down and marquee
the fields (either a row or column). A red rectangle
will appear around the fields.

Hold the Control/Command key down and drag a
center red handle to the last row or column
where you wish to have the fields appear.

Strike Enter/Return.

Each field will be named automatically by Acrobat
with a unique field name.

Shift/Command + drag to select fields.

Control/Command drag center handle down.

Strike Enter/Return.

All fields will be duplicated with unique field
names.
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Adding Data from a Dialog Box

You may wish to ask the user a question and have
them supply the answer in a dialog box. You can
add conditional statements for insuring valid data
and verifying the user input. To open a dialog box
that asks the user a question and provides a field
for data entry, then places the entered data in
another field, the series of actions would be
scripted as follows:

var t = this.getField("target"); // the
target field
var cResponse = app.response({
cQuestion: "What is your age?", cTitle: 
"Age Definition", }); // title of the
dialog box
{
if ( cResponse == null)

app.alert("Please complete the ques-
tion."); // if Cancel is selected
else

app.alert("You responded,
\""+cResponse+"\", is this correct?",3);
}

t.value = cResponse; // places the data
from the dialog to the target field

Click Me

Text from dialog box:

Click on the button below. Enter text in the
dialog box that appears and click OK. The
text will be added to the field.

Ted
if (typeof(app.viewerType)!="undefined")
 if(app.viewerVersion < 5.0)
 {
  var msg = "Acrobat 5.0 or greater is required to run this script.";
  app.alert(msg);
 }
else
 {
var t = this.getField("74textInput"); // the target field 
var cResponse = app.response({ 
cQuestion: "What do you want for Christmas?", 
cTitle: "Santa Claus wants to know"});
{ 
if ( cResponse == null) 
  app.alert("Please complete the question."); // if Cancel is selected 
else 
  app.alert("You responded, \""+cResponse+"\", is this correct?",2); 
}
t.value = cResponse; // places the data from the dialog to the target field
}
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Creating Page Numbers

You may have documents that need to have page
numbers printed when the PDF file is output to
hard copy or when assembling PDFs that have
been created from several producer applications.

If page numbers don't exist in your PDF and you
need to create them, you can use JavaScript to
create a field, have it duplicated on all pages and
include page numbers within the field. To do so,
use the following:

For an easy means of creating page numbers
repeatedly, create a button form field with the
code listed below left. Keep the field on a tem-
plate with other routines you frequently use.
Copy and paste the field to any document that
needs page numbers.

The script creates a new field and supplies the
page number. After the page numbers have been
added, delete the button field.

var r = [612-72, 792 - 72, 612, 792]; //1 inch from top right

for (var i = 0; i < numPages; i++) {
var f = this.addField(String("page"+i+1),"text",i,r);
f.textSize = 14;
f.textColor = color.blue;
f.fillColor = color.transparent;
f.textfont = font.HelvB;
f.borderStyle = border.s;
f.strokeColor = color.transparent;
f.value = String(i+1);

}

Note: font's, colors
and point sizes
should be deter-
mined before cre-
ating the pages.

Use a dummy field
to view the font
style, size and
placement before
creating the fields.

Ted
var r = [612-72, 792 - 72, 612, 792]; // inch from upper right

for (var i = 0; i < numPages; i++) {
 var f = this.addField(String("page"+i+1),"text",i,r);
   f.textSize = 14;
   f.textColor = color.blue;
   f.fillColor = color.transparent;
   f.textFont = font.HelvB;
   f.borderStyle = border.s;
   f.strokeColor = color.transparent;
   f.value = String(i+1);
}
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profession, I needed some help through a few mind wrenching
routines.

Fortunately I had the best Adobe Acrobat JavaScript programmer I
know close at hand. Much appreciation and thanks goes to Kas
Thomas for his generous time and patience in providing help
when it was needed.

You can find some of Kas' work on http://www.mightywords.com.
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